276                         The American Problem
The house must cease to be divided if we are to prevent one
of the ice ages of history from coming upon us. But it will
have to be a house of many mansions, not an enormous room
where bored and fretful prisoners regret the varied life they
have known.
The American problem is the British problem, the French
problem, the Polish problem, the reconciliation of real
national autonomy, of real national tradition, with the needs
of a new world society. There is no hope at all of creating a
world community in which the unity is to be bought at the
price of a sacrifice of what the nations (the only communities
that now exist) have painfully learned about themselves.
Each nation will have its own handicaps to overcome but that
is given by the nature of the case. The American people can
only contribute to the world community as Americans, As
Americans they have much to give, materially and spiritually,
a well-founded optimism about their own possibilities; a well-
founded belief that some of the problems of unity in the
absolute essentials combined with diversity in all departments
of life where diversity is possible, have been solved in the
American historical experience. The problem set us and all
peoples by the technical unification of the world is extremely
difficult It will be hard to solve at the best and it may easily
be made insoluble by pretence that its basic difficulty either
does not exist or can easily be got round, the difficulty of
creating an effective sense of common duty and common
interest among the separate and quite different peoples of the
world. That separateness, that difference need not be in-
superable obstacles if they are first allowed for and their
origins understood It isf I have been told, one of the most
formidable of Chinese imprecations to wish that your enemy
lived "in interesting times." We live in very interesting times;
times^not to be made better by any simple formula. Under-
standing each other is not enough* but it is an indispensable
beginning.